Tibet is the great protuberance of the Earth's surface, and many branches of science rely upon geographers for the accurate representation of its features. The most definite features of mountain masses are the high peaks, and the determination of their positions is the first geographical step. As the area of Tibet exceeds a million square miles, it has been necessary to classify its myriads of peaks, and the method of classification adopted has been to group the peaks according to the mountain ranges upon which they stand. Geo- 
(2) Owing to the rainfall on the southern slopes being heavier than on the northern, the Upper Shyok river has been able to cut back through the range and to capture a small drainage area, Depsang, from the Yarkand river.
(3) East of the Shyok river the rainfall almost ceases, and the river is replaced by inland lakes. The Central Asian divide gives place here to the inland basin of Tibet. The erosion by glaciers and rivers which has given to the Karakoram range its sharp and rugged character also ceases, and in the dry climate of Tibet the decomposition of rock fills the hollows with sand and gives to the mountains a rounded appearance. the Kailas range, and he had discovered that these two apparent ranges were the north and south borders of one great range, over 100 miles wide. This An interesting confirmation of this view is to be obtained also from de Filippi's map*; he shows that the Rimo glacier is situated upon the great divide, so that on one side it is feeding the Yarkand river and on the other it is feeding the Indus. The idea is thereby suggested that the watershed is receding northwards, and that in its recession it has robbed the Yarkand river of a part of the Rimo glacier, and that it will in time rob it of all. Geographical surveyors have to draw their conclusions from observations of the Earth's surface. The valuable testimony of the rocks out of which the mountains have been built is not available. But the geological results of the de Filippi expedition will shortly be published. The requirements of nomenclature occasionally lead geographers into the regions of hypothesis; in the course of the long Karakoram investigation the hypothesis was at one time adopted that Nain Singh's range was the easterly prolongation of the Karakoram, but this was afterwards shown to be wrong. Such an hypothesis serves, however, a temporary purpose, in that it shows the way for future research.
When two great earth-folds like the Karakoram and Kailas come into contact and become temporarily merged, it is not possible from surface observations to discover exactly what has happened. But the necessities of classification and of nomenclature have been pressing the Survey to include the two isolated mountain masses, Sasir and Haramush, in their system of ranges, and to allot them either to the Karakoram as spurs, or to the Kailas as high points of its crest-line. But any such steps, though in some ways helpful and suggestive to future surveyors, are merely hypotheses. Our inability to understand the complexities of the orography should not, however, lead us to minimise the great amount of geographical knowledge that has been built up during the last 100 years, or to forget the debts that we shall always owe to the self-sacrifice of the geographical explorers.
